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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Margaret Norman 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for a 
resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Yes, broadly: I am wondering also whether there should be something about ‘biodiversity’ as a 
guiding principle as it goes hand in hand with climate change and pressure on land due to habitat 
loss through development and industrial farming methods.  The greater the biodiversity of an area 
the more resilient it is. It is not just about people – we share this planet.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

I am retired so do not have a sector but live in the Scottish Borders.  When I was working (recently) 
as a headteacher the council was needing to find ways to save money and streamline services, so 
money is an issue. My impression is that delivery tends to be of core services only with little left for 
innovative approaches or the long-term view.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green recovery 
(within your sector and / or community)? 

There are many actions that can be taken.  I have tried to cluster my ideas into themes: 

(Much of this is pertinent to Scotland as a whole) 

Support from government is needed to promote sustainable recovery in  

▪ Building development in the Borders 
 

o New builds need to be zero rated, including green energy for home and workplaces 
and we need to be more innovative about building materials, for example, concrete 
that is used a lot at present, is very carbon intensive 
 

o Housing developments should have green spaces, including wildlife friendly plants, to 
promote biodiversity, gardening and mental health 
 

o Older building stock could be better insulated to avoid heat loss 
 

o Research is needed into green energy, government support for and creating of work 
in the green energy sector – we are well positioned for this in Scotland  
 

o Phase dependence on oil and other fossil fuels out 
 

▪ Transport in the Scottish Borders 
 

o Focus on a creating Borders (world class) public transport sector with greater 
connectivity across Scotland/UK 
 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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o More focus on pedestrian streets and cycle ways 
 

o More emphasis on staying local, for example for work – assumption on traveling to 
work by car individually needs to change 
 

o Promote mixed working – home where possible and workplaces for meetings etc. 
reducing the need to travel 
 

▪ Farming in the Scottish Borders – largely a rural community – help and support farmers and 
growers to 
 

o Promote and support the principles of agroecology and organic farming (move away 
from industrial farming which has done so much damage to the environments) by 
supporting farmers to 
 

o Building up the fertility and structure of the soil through composting by ‘closed loop’ 
farming so that it becomes a carbon store.  Soil health is becoming a massive problem. 
This in turn will limit the use of nitrate fertilizers, which damages the soil structure, and 
run off into rivers and atmospheric pollution 
 

o Reduce the use of pesticides on the land and research into the ‘cocktail effect’ of 
multiple pesticides on our food.  At present pesticides are tested for safe levels 
individually 
 

o Look after our pollinators, essential for food production, through rewilding  
 

o Incorporating trees and nature into agricultural systems 
 

o Promote hedgerow planting and wider field margins for biodiversity 
 

o Carbon capture through woodland planting and ‘wilding’ projects (which greatly 
promotes biodiversity 
 

o Work in partnership with bodies like the Woodland Trust and other local conservation 
bodies, such as Borders Forest Trust, to promote these aims at both local level and 
national level 
 

o Reducing our dependence of animals in large indoor units and hence the need to 
import foodstuffs for them either from abroad. This would help to create more mixed 
farms and thus make farming more closed system 
 

o Aim for farmers and growers to help us develop greater local food security  
 

o The above 2 would also help to build up more local food supply chains to reduce 
transport, waste, packaging, and refrigeration 
 

o Promote healthy diets for people that contain more vegetables and less meat, rearing 
less livestock than at present but in a more sustainable way and at the same time 
reducing methane emissions, a very powerful greenhouse gas 

o Promote and support research and innovation into sustainable farming and quality 
food production thus linking health eating, sustainable farming and increasing 
biodiversity 
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o Create more allotment spaces. Many people have started to do more gardening during 

lock-down and this is a good moment to promote ‘grow your own’ 
 

o Encourage local councils to plants fruit trees in local green spaces for the community 
and broadleaved trees in other spaces that need greening 
 

o Phase out peat-based compost in garden centres and nurseries and for the individual 
gardeners.  Peat bogs are being depleted fast and can sequester a lot of carbon 
 

o Reduce dependence of fast foods. Our takeaway/eat out culture has led to so much 
litter in the environment.  It has also contributed to the obesity crisis 
 

o Promote local town centres and local food outlets with quality food.  Shop rentals are 
prohibitive for small shop holders and overheads do not compare with online 
 

o Councils should not be solely responsible for litter, producers need to play a much 
more major role, then things would change 
 

o Promote local decision-making at community level where possible (explore idea of 
Scottish Borders local currency – again closed system to encourage people to shop 
locally but no in chain supermarkets or stores?) 
 

o Celebration of success nationally to advertise projects and how they are helping to 
protect the environment 
 

▪ Education and involvement 
 

o Via Curriculum for excellence with its emphasis on entitlement to outdoor education 
and many relevant environmental experiences and outcomes we have made a good 
start. More needs to be done to enable pupils to participate in environmental 
experiences particularly outdoors (requiring higher pupil ratios for successful) 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid locking 
in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green and 
sustainable recovery? 

• We need a really innovative approach, not sticking plasters or tinkering around the edges! 

General response 

It is to be hoped that the results of this consultation can be used to drive forward a green recovery.  
We know quite a lot about what we could do, and generally it is not high tech, but somehow there 
has not seemed to have been the will to be radical enough so far – we have just tinkered around 
the edge.  We are running out of time here and this moment presents such a good opportunity post-
Covid to do something radical and different. Most people that I speak to have thought seriously 
about the way we have individually lived and what we need and want during this strange time – the 
moment is right.  The Scottish  government has been able to make sweeping changes during Covid 
to keep the disease from spreading and keep us safe so it can be done again re the environment 
(which is a far more serious threat to us all and our children’s futures) 

 


